Wireless Institute of Australia

60" Annual
Lid ) ROSS HULL MEMORIAL
o " YHF-UHF CONTEST 2010

John Martin (VK3KM), contest manager

The next Ross Hull Contest will run through the month of January 2010. Logs will be due by Monday, February
15.

Last year's experiment with a locator based scoring system resulted in a number of comments and a clear
indication that there should be a return to distance based scoring. It was also suggested that the scoring
restrictions for 6 metres should be dropped, at least while we are still in the low part of the solar cycle.

So this year the scoring system returns to the pre-2009 pattern. The band multipliers remain unchanged, excerpt
that the multiplier for 6 metres has been increased.

The scoring will be based on the best seven UTC days nominated by the entrant. The length of the contest period
should allow everyone to find enough free time to spend in the shack. Entrants can take advantage of band
openings during the contest period, while still being able to take time off for other activities or commitments.

In past years some entrants have felt that it is necessary for them to operate on every contest day, otherwise how
will they know whether each day could have been one of the best seven? The answer is that there is no need to
punish yourself! There will be two good contest days on January 16 and 17, the weekend of the Summer VHF-
UHF Field Day. And any day when there is opening will be an obvious candidate to be one of the best seven. So,
the technique is to just operate as you normally would, but with a better than usual effort on days that are shaping
up well. If you are unable to operate on as many as seven days, give it a try regardless. It could well turn out that
your best five days could beat someone else’s best seven.

The Contest

The WIA maintains a perpetual trophy in honour of the late Ross A. Hull and his pioneering achievements in VHF
and UHF operation. The name of each year's contest winner is engraved on the trophy, and other awards may be
made in the various divisions of the contest. The contest is open to all amateurs.

Duration
0000 UTC January 1, 2010 to 2400 UTC January 31, 2010.
In Eastern Summer Time, thatis 11 a.m. on January 1 to 11 a.m. on February 1.

Sections

A: All bands, non-digital modes.

B: All bands, digital modes.

Digital modes are defined as those in which the decoding of the received signal is done by a computer.
Entrants may submit logs for one or both sections.

General Rules

One callsign and one operator per station. Stations may operate from any location. You may claim one contact
per station per band per UTC day. Repeater, satellite and crossband contacts are not permitted. No contest
activity is permitted below 50.150 MHz. Recognised DX calling frequencies should be avoided where possible for
contest activity. Suggested procedure is to call on .150 on each band, and QSY up to make the contest exchange.
All rulings of the contest manager will be accepted as final.

Contest Exchange

For Section A, Entrants must exchange RS (or RST) reports plus a serial number. Serial numbers need not be
consecutive. For propagation modes such as meteor scatter or short-lived sporadic E openings, it is sufficient to
exchange callsigns plus two further digits that cannot be predicted by the other station.

For Section B, exchange callsigns plus two further digits that cannot be predicted by the other station.

While not an essential part of the contest exchange, Maidenhead locators may also be exchanged as an aid to
distance calculations.



Logs
Logs must contain the following for each contact:

- Date and UTC time.

- Frequency and callsign of station worked.

- Reports and serial numbers sent and received.

- Approximate location or grid locator of station worked.
Separate scoring columns for each band would be helpful.

Scoring

Scoring will be based on the best 7 UTC days nominated by the entrant.

For each contact, score 1 point per 100 km or part thereof (i.e. up to 99 km: 1 point, 100 — 199 km: 2 points, etc.)
Multiply the total by the band multiplier as follows:

6m 2m 70 cm 23 cm Higher bands

X2 X3 x5 x 8 x 10

Then total the scores for all bands.

Cover Sheet

Logs must be supplied with a cover sheet containing:

- Operator's callsign, name and address.

- Station location (if different from the postal address).

- Section(s) entered.

- A scoring table set out as the example below.

- A signed declaration that the station has been operated in accordance with the rules and spirit of the contest,
and that the contest manager's ruling will be accepted as final.

Please use the following format for your scoring table. If you wish you can cross-check by adding the daily totals
across the table, but please make sure that you include the separate band totals.

Date 6m 2m 70 cm 23 cm etc

Day 1 XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Day 2 XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

etc.

Total XXX  + XXX + XXX + XXX + XXX = xxx (GRAND TOTAL)

A cover sheet and scoring table has been included in the postings on the WIA web site. Copies can also be
obtained from the e-mail address given below.

Penalties

Minor errors may be corrected and the score adjusted. Repeated use of recognised DX calling frequencies
(especially when the reports indicate strong signals) may lead to disqualification. Inclusion of any false log entries
will lead to disqualification.

Entries

Paper logs may be posted to the Manager, Ross Hull Contest, 3 Vernal Avenue, Mitcham, Vic 3132. Electronic
logs can be e-mailed to vhf-contests@wia.org.au. Acceptable log formats include: ASCII text, RTF, DOC, DOCX,
XLS, MDB, PDF, or any Open Document format.

Logs must be received by February 15, 2010. Early logs would be appreciated.

Note on Calculating Distances

Absolute accuracy is not required. You just need to know whether each station is above or below the nearest
multiple of 100 km, so you can use a compass to draw 100 km circles around your location on a map. A more
accurate method is to use six-digit Maidenhead locators and a computer program that can be obtained from the
WIA web site.
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Activity in this year’s contest was again far less than hoped for. After the 2009 test run of a scoring system based
on Maidenhead locators, the comments received indicated that the scoring system should revert to the traditional
distance-based scoring, so as to allow the scores to fully reflect achievement in making DX contacts. The change
was made for this year’s contest, but unfortunately it did not lead to increased activity.

The other change made this year was to relax the scoring restrictions on 6 metres, by doubling the band multiplier
and removing the scoring cap on sporadic E contacts. This brought about some increase in 6 metre activity, but it
did not flow through and stimulate more activity on the higher bands. The aim of the scoring system has been to
keep the scoring potential of all bands approximately equal, but at present they are quite unequal. The 6 metre
scoring will be reviewed, especially as the solar cycle develops, but the most desirable fix for the scoring
inequality would be an upsurge of contest activity on 2 metres and higher bands.

How to achieve this is still not clear. It is not difficult — one whole month in which to make DX contacts, but the
scoring is based on up to seven contest days. Many entrants have achieved excellent scores while operating for
less than seven days.

Congratulations to this year’s winners, Ted Thrift VK2ARA and Rex Moncur VK7MO. Also noteworthy is Gavin
Brain VK3HY for achieving the top score on 432 MHz, and Stephen Hayman ZL1TPH for making the top scores
on 144 and 1296 MHz.

ROSS HULL CONTEST 2010

Call Name 50 144 432 1296 TOTAL
MHz MHz MHz MHz

Section A: All Bands

VK2ARA Ted Thrift 2638 108 85 - 2831
VK3HY Gavin Brain 472 183 220 152 1027
VK2AH Brian Farrar 796 126 65 - 987
ZL1TPH Stephen Hayman - 300 - 208 508
VK2TG Robert Demkiw 254 147 85 - 486
VK6ADI Barrie Burns 289 129 - - 418
VK5FMPJ  Patrick Morgan - 6 - - 6
Section B: Digital modes, All Bands

VK7MO Rex Moncur - 530 - - 530
VK5APN Wayne Pearson - 525 - - 525
VK3HY Gavin Brain - 432 - - 432

VK1WJ Waldis Jirgens - 165 - - 165
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The next Ross Hull Contest will run through the month of January 2011. Logs will be due by Monday, February 14.

If you participate in the Summer VHF-UHF Field Day, remember that you can count Field Day contacts (one per
station per band per day) in your Ross Hull Contest log.

The Contest

The WIA maintains a perpetual trophy in honour of the late Ross A. Hull and his pioneering achievements in VHF
and UHF operation. The name of each year's contest winner is engraved on the trophy, and other awards may be
made in the various divisions of the contest. The contest is open to all amateurs.

Duration
0000 UTC January 1, 2011 to 2400 UTC January 31, 2011.
In Eastern Summer Time, thatis 11 a.m. on January 1 to 11 a.m. on February 1.

Sections

A: All bands, non-digital modes.

B: All bands, digital modes.

Digital modes are defined as those in which the decoding of the received signal is done by a computer.
Entrants may submit logs for one or both sections.

General Rules

One callsign and one operator per station. Stations may operate from any location. You may claim one contact per
station per band per UTC day. Repeater, satellite and crossband contacts are not permitted.

Except for CW, no contest operation is allowed below 50.150 MHz. Recognised DX calling frequencies must not be
used for contest activity. Suggested procedure for SSB stations is to call on .150 on each band, and QSY up to
make the contest exchange. All rulings of the contest manager will be accepted as final.

Contest Exchange

For Section A, Entrants must exchange RS (or RST) reports plus a serial number. Serial numbers need not be
consecutive. For propagation modes such as meteor scatter or short-lived sporadic E openings, it is sufficient to
exchange callsigns plus two further digits that cannot be predicted by the other station.

For Section B, exchange callsigns plus two further digits that cannot be predicted by the other station.

While not an essential part of the contest exchange, Maidenhead locators may also be exchanged as an aid to
distance calculations.

Logs

Logs must contain the following for each contact:

- Date and UTC time.

- Frequency and callsign of station worked.

- Reports and serial numbers sent and received.

- Approximate location or grid locator of station worked.
Separate scoring columns for each band would be helpful.

Scoring

Scoring will be based on the best 7 UTC days nominated by the entrant.

For each contact, score 1 point per 100 km or part thereof (i.e. up to 99 km: 1 point, 100 — 199 km: 2 points, etc.)
Multiply the total by the band multiplier as follows:

6m 2m 70 cm 23 cm Higher bands

X2 X3 X5 x 8 x 10

Then total the scores for all bands.



Cover Sheet

Logs must be supplied with a cover sheet containing:

- Operator's callsign, name and address.

- Station location (if different from the postal address).

- Section(s) entered.

- A scoring table set out as the example below.

- A ssigned declaration that the station has been operated in accordance with the rules and spirit of the contest,
and that the contest manager's ruling will be accepted as final.

Please use the following format for your scoring table. If you wish you can cross-check by adding the daily totals
across the table, but please make sure that you include the separate band totals.

Date 6 m 2m 70 cm 23cm etc

Day 1 XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Day 2 XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

etc.

Total XXX+ XXX+ XXX+ XXX+ XXX = xxx (GRAND TOTAL)

A cover sheet and scoring table has been included in the postings on the WIA web site. Copies can also be
obtained from the e-mail address given below.

Penalties

Minor errors may be corrected and the score adjusted. Repeated use of recognised DX calling frequencies
(especially when the reports indicate strong signals) may lead to disqualification. Inclusion of any false log entries
will lead to disqualification.

Entries

Paper logs may be posted to the Manager, Ross Hull Contest, 3 Vernal Avenue, Mitcham, Vic 3132. Electronic logs
can be e-mailed to vhf-contests@wia.org.au. Acceptable log formats include: ASCII text, RTF, DOC, DOCX, XLS,
MDB, PDF, or any Open Document format.

Logs must be received by February 14, 2011. Early logs would be appreciated.

Note on Calculating Distances

Absolute accuracy is not required. You just need to know whether each station is above or below the nearest
multiple of 100 km, so you can use a compass to draw 100 km circles around your location on a map. A more
accurate method is to use six-digit Maidenhead locators and a computer program that can be obtained from the
WIA web site.



WIA ROSS HULL MEMORIAL Contest date:

VHE-UHF CONTEST

Callsign:

Section entered:

Operator’s name:

A All bands
B All bands, digital modes

OO

If entering more than one section, Station location:

please make out a separate cover
Sheet for each section.

Declaration: Postal address:

The station was operated in accordance with the
rules of the contest and in the spirit of fair and
friendly competition. | agree to accept the
Contest Manager’s decision as final.

Signature: Postcode:

SCORING TABLE

Date 50 144 432 | 1296 2.4 3.4 5.7 10 24 47 Higher| Day
MHz| MHz| MHz | MHz GHz | GHz | GHz | GHz | GHz | GHz | Bands| Total

6

7

BAND
TOTALS

TOTAL CLAIMED SCORE FOR BEST 7 DAYS J

COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS:
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John Martin (VK3KM), contest manager

Here are the results for the 2011 contest. The number of logs continues to be small, but this year’s
entrants have shown that it is possible to make up very healthy scores in several different ways.

Barrie Burns VK6ADI and Ted Thrift VK2ARA have shown what can be done with some enthusiastic
operating on 6 metres. We may be only at the start of the next solar cycle, but 6 metres is certainly alive
and well. And coming third in Section A, Wayne Pearson VK5APN has accumulated the top 2 metre
score with EME contacts. Top score on 1296 went to Kirk Mercer VK2MER, and Peter Freeman VK3PF
gained a very healthy score on the higher bands.

In the digital modes section, the winner this year was Phil Moat VK4CDI with a mixture of terrestrial and
EME contacts to 11 countries. He is followed by Rex Moncur VK7MO with a very healthy log of mostly
terrestrial contacts. Congratulations to all.

ROSS HULL CONTEST 2011 RESULTS

Call Name 50 144 432 1296 24 3.4 5.7 10 TOTAL
MHz MHz MHz MHz GHz GHz GHz GHz

Section A: All Bands

VK6ADI Barrie Burns 5226 48 45 - - - - - 5319
VK2ARA Ted Thrift 2772 360 235 - - - - - 3367
VK5APN Wayne Pearson - 2310 - - - - - - 2310
VK2AH Brian Farrar 972 783 220 - - - - - 1975
VK2MER Kirk Mercer 188 618 520 152 - - - - 1478
VK2TG Robert Demkiw 1110 312 10 16 - - - - 1448
VK3HY Gavin Brain 726 279 305 80 - - - - 1390
VK7MO Rex Moncur - 816 265 154 - - - 140 1375
VK3FEMT  Stewart Wilson - 831 455 - - - - - 1286
VK3PF Peter Freeman 98 210 170 320 120 80 80 170 1248
VK3UH Ken Brown - 48 35 16 - - - - 99
Section B: Digital modes, All Bands

VK4CDI Phil Moat - 960 580 9610 - - - - 11150

VK7MO Rex Moncur - 2137 75 2569 - - - - 4781
VK1WJ Waldis Jirgens - 254 - - - - - - 254
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The next Ross Hull Contest will run through the month of January 2012. Logs will be due by Monday, February 13.

If you participate in the Summer VHF-UHF Field Day, remember that you can count Field Day contacts (one per
station per band per day) in your Ross Hull Contest log.

The Contest

The WIA maintains a perpetual trophy in honour of the late Ross A. Hull and his pioneering achievements in VHF
and UHF operation. The name of each year's contest winner is engraved on the trophy, and other awards may be
made in the various divisions of the contest. The contest is open to all amateurs.

Duration
0000 UTC January 1, 2011 to 2400 UTC January 31, 2012.
In Eastern Summer Time, thatis 11 a.m. on January 1 to 11 a.m. on February 1.

Sections

A: All bands, non-digital modes.

B: All bands, digital modes.

Digital modes are defined as those in which the decoding of the received signal is done by a computer.
Entrants may submit logs for one or both sections.

General Rules

One callsign and one operator per station. Stations may operate from any location. You may claim one contact per
station per band per UTC day. Repeater, satellite and crossband contacts are not permitted.

Except for CW, no contest operation is allowed below 50.150 MHz. Recognised DX calling frequencies must not be
used for contest activity. Suggested procedure for SSB stations is to call on .150 on each band, and QSY up to
make the contest exchange. All rulings of the contest manager will be accepted as final.

Contest Exchange

For Section A, Entrants must exchange RS (or RST) reports plus a serial number. Serial numbers need not be
consecutive. For propagation modes such as meteor scatter or short-lived sporadic E openings, it is sufficient to
exchange callsigns plus two further digits that cannot be predicted by the other station.

For Section B, exchange callsigns plus two further digits that cannot be predicted by the other station.

While not an essential part of the contest exchange, Maidenhead locators may also be exchanged as an aid to
distance calculations.

Logs

Logs must contain the following for each contact:

- Date and UTC time.

- Frequency and callsign of station worked.

- Reports and serial numbers sent and received.

- Approximate location or grid locator of station worked.
Separate scoring columns for each band would be helpful.

Scoring

Scoring will be based on the best 7 UTC days nominated by the entrant.

For each contact, score 1 point per 100 km or part thereof (i.e. up to 99 km: 1 point, 100 — 199 km: 2 points, etc.)
Multiply the total by the band multiplier as follows:

6m 2m 70 cm 23 cm Higher bands

X2 x3 x5 x 8 x 10

Then total the scores for all bands.



Cover Sheet

Logs must be supplied with a cover sheet containing:

- Operator's callsign, name and address.

- Station location (if different from the postal address).

- Section(s) entered.

- A scoring table set out as the example below.

- A signed declaration that the station has been operated in accordance with the rules and spirit of the contest,
and that the contest manager's ruling will be accepted as final.

Please use the following format for your scoring table. If you wish you can cross-check by adding the daily totals
across the table, but please make sure that you include the separate band totals.

Date 6 m 2m 70 cm 23 cm etc

Day 1 XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

Day 2 XXX XXX XXX XXX XXX

etc.

Total XXX+ XXX+ XXX+ XXX+ XXX = xxx (GRAND TOTAL)

A cover sheet and scoring table has been included in the postings on the WIA web site. Copies can also be
obtained from the e-mail address given below.

Penalties

Minor errors may be corrected and the score adjusted. Repeated use of recognised DX calling frequencies
(especially when the reports indicate strong signals) may lead to disqualification. Inclusion of any false log entries
will lead to disqualification.

Entries

Paper logs may be posted to the Manager, Ross Hull Contest, 3 Vernal Avenue, Mitcham, Vic 3132. Electronic logs
can be e-mailed to rosshull@wia.org.au. (Please note the change of email address). Acceptable log formats
include: ASCII text, RTF, DOC, DOCX, XLS, MDB, PDF, or any Open Document format.

Logs must be received by February 13, 2012. Early logs would be appreciated.

Note on Calculating Distances

Absolute accuracy is not required. You just need to know whether each station is above or below the nearest
multiple of 100 km, so you can use a compass to draw 100 km circles around your location on a map. A more
accurate method is to use six-digit Maidenhead locators and a computer program that can be obtained from the
WIA web site.
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Section entered:

D A All bands
B All bands, digital modes

» If entering more than one section,
please make out a separate cover
Sheet for each section.

Declaration:

The station was operated in accordance with the
rules of the contest and in the spirit of fair and
friendly competition. | agree to accept the
Contest Manager’s decision as final.

Signature:

SCORING TABLE

Contest date:

Callsign:

Operator’s name:

Station location:

Postal address:

Postcode:

Date 50 144 432 | 1296
MHz| MHz| MHz | MHz

2.4
GHz

3.4
GHz

5.7
GHz

10
GHz

24
GHz

47
GHz

Higher
Bands

Day
Total

6

7

BAND
TOTALS

TOTAL CLAIMED SCORE FOR BEST 7 DAYS _T

COMMENTS OR SUGGESTIONS:
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This year’s results are a very mixed bag. In Section A, the top two scores were gained by Bob McQuarrie ZL3TY
and Stephen Hayman ZL1TPH - the first time the Ross Hull Contest has been won by a station outside Australia.
Coming third as the top scoring VK station was Ted Thrift VK2ARA. And who says there isn’t enough activity in
VK67 Next in line was Barrie Burns VK6ADI.

In the digital section, top score went to Dave VK2JDS with a log of 1296 MHz EME contacts, followed by one
station from each of VK1, 4, 6, 7 and ZL. Congratulations to all.

These scores provide plenty of food for thought. The number of logs is on the increase again, but with only one or
two entrants from each call area, there is certainly plenty of opportunity for others to join in and to do very well.

There were plenty of stations making DX contacts during the contest, but they didn’'t send in logs. One reason is
that during DX openings, time is often too short to exchange serial numbers or to explain the contest to people who
haven't participated before. The rules allow the exchange of serial numbers to be skipped for contacts made during
short-lived openings. It may help next time if the rule is further relaxed to require only the exchange of callsigns and
signal reports for any contacts. This rule already applies to Section B, so maybe it should apply to Section A as
well. That would mean that any contact you make would be eligible to go straight into your Ross Hull Contest entry.

Remember that the contest runs for a month but scoring is based on the best seven days during that month. But
you do not need to operate for even seven days. Many of this year’s entrants sent in logs that covered only three or
four days of operation.

Call Name 50 144 432 1296 2.4 3.4 5.7 10 24 47 TOTAL
MHz MHz MHz MHz GHz GHz GHz GHz GHz GHz

Section A: All Bands

ZL3TY Bob McQuarrie - 5145 - - - - 5145
ZL1TPH Stephen Hayman - 3258 415 - - - 3673
VK2ARA Ted Thrift 1704 591 50 - - - 2345
VK6ADI Barrie Burns 1584 54 20 - - - 1658
VK2AH Brian Farrar 1150 687 150 - - - 1987
VK5APN Wayne Pearson - 1626 - - - - 1626
VK2JDS David Scott - - - 1256 - - - - - - 1256
VK3HY Gavin Brain 34 201 225 216 - - - 50 - - 726
VK3YFL Bryon Dunkley-Smith 52 108 90 144 - - - 40 - - 434
VK3FEZZ  John Witte - 39 25 - - - - - - - 64
Section B:  All Bands, Digital Modes

VK2JDS David Scott - - - 12800 - - 12800
VK5APN Wayne Pearson - 9930 - - - - 9940
VK4CDI Phil Moat - - 1450 3266 - - 4716
ZL3TY Bob McQuarrie - 1251 - - - - - 1251
VK7MO Rex Moncur - - 755 - 450 - - 1205
VK1WJ Waldis Jirgens - 255 - - - - - 255
VK6ADI Barrie Burns 22 42 5 - - - 69



